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Urban Planning and Land Use Planning in Italy :
Urban Planning through Housing Policy

Hiroko Kudo*

*Faculty of Contemporary Social Science, Aichi Shukutoku University
Comprehensive Urban Studies, No. 62, 1997, pp. 81-102

Urban planning in Italy has been influenced by its land use policy throughout
the history. It can be clearly seen in its legal system that the planning acts have
been affected by legal framework for land use planning. Furthermore, these land
use plans are considered to be important as instruments for implementing housing
policy as a part of the urban planning. This is because Italy, having lots of historical
remains and important buildings in inner cities and being forced to keep those
values, has to establish housing policy in the framework of urban planning, struggling
for the land to construct housing, in order to meet the demand of the people after
the urbanization.

This paper shows the overall figure of urban planning in Italy and makes its
value clear. Showing the the planning reality, it points out the challenging characters
and structural problems of Italian planning. It is a very typical characteristic that
the urban policy is strongly influenced by political situation of the country. It can
be seen that the land use is decided in connection with the housing policy and then
the urban planning is implemented. On the other hand, there are policies that are
done in relation to the European integration and it becomes clear that now, urban
planning is becoming to have a global value, although it is implemented by an unit
of local government. There are network-oriented ideas or process oriented thinking.
Historically, if one look at the legal framework for planning, the demand of housing
provoked the tendency to establish housing policy in connection with land use
policy, thus affecting urban planning itself. Now one can see the idea of network in
projects and this is absorbed in the models of planning.

There are lots of thing that the experience of planning in Italy can tell to many
advanced countries, where it would become more and more important to conduct
urban planning, considering to keep the new values of development and the old
existing values in harmony, with respect to the idea of growth management.
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The Prospectus of International Symposium on Urban Problems

Urban Land Policies and Land Use Systems :
Frameworks and Effects

1. Purpose

Major Cities around the world experienced periods of economic speculation of
the late 1980s, followed by the collapse of these economic bubbles and subsequent
regeneration.

The process was particularly dramatic in Tokyo, which experienced the greatest
rise in land pricies since the end of the war. To alleviate this problem the Basic
Land Act was enacted and new land policies to control land price and land use were
introduced. At the moment, the escalation of land prices in Tokyo has ceased and
a period of calm continues.

The coordination of urban development and land use in the urban environment
is an issue common to all advanced metropolises. In 1994 the Tokyo Metropolitan
University Center for Urban Studies organized a three-year research program enti
tled “International Joint Research Project on Urban Land Policies and Land Use
Systems”. _

To conclude this program the Center for Urban Studies will invite experts from
major countries to an international symposium to reexamine the issues of land price
bubbles, land policies and land use systems and to discuss policies on urban growth
management.

2. Participants

Panelists

Prof. Christine M. E. Whitehead, Department of Economics, London School of
Economics and Political Science

Fields of Expertise : Economics of Land and Housing

Report Title : Aspects of the Land Use Planning System in the U.K.: With Special
Reference to Housing :

Prof. Winfried Fliichter, Director of the Center for East Asian Studies, Gerhard
Mercataor University Duisburg

Fields of Expertise : Urban Geography

Report Title : Urban and Regional Development and Planning in Germany : The
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Emscher Park International Building Exhibition as an Innovative Approach

Dr. Natacha Aveline, Researcher in Economics of CNRS, Toulouse Le Mirail University
Fields of Expertise : Land Economics
Report Title : Urban Land Market and Land Policy in France

Mr. David Mammen, President, Institute of Public Administration, New York

Fields of Expertise : Urban Planning

Report Title : Providing Land for Urban Development : Issues, Policies and
Strategies for Improving Access, Tenure and Regulation of Land Development and
Use

Prof. Shunji Fukuoka, Tokyo Metropolitan University, Center for Urban Studies

Fields of Expertise : Urban Administration

Report Title : The Structure of Urban Land Administration during the Bubble
Economy : Control Systems and Their Operations

Commentators

Prof. Tsuneo Ikeda, Faculty of Law, Tokyo Metropolitan University
Fields of Expertise : Civil Law, Legal Sociology

Assoc. Prof. Tooru Kurahashi, Faculty of Law, Niigata University
Fields of Expertise : Public Economics

Dr. Tokue Shibata, Former professor, Tokyo Metropolitan University
Fields of Expertise : Urban Finance

Chairperson

Prof. Yuetsu Takahashi, Director of the Center for Urban Studies, Tokyo
Metropolitan University

3. Schedule

Date : September 13th(Fri.), 1996 10: 00 a.m.- 5: 30 p.m.
Venue : International House, Tokyo Metropolitan University
1-1 Minami-Ohsawa, Hachioji-shi, Tokyo, 192-03 Japan
Tel : 0426—77—2351
Fax : 0426—77—2352

Languages : English and Japanese <consecutive interpretation>
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Programme

Registration
Opening Ceremony

Welcome Address

by Prof. Y. Takahashi/Director of the Center for Urban Studies
Symposium

Chairperson : Prof. Y. Takahashi,Director of the Center for Urban

95

- 10
- 10~11 :

50

30

00
40

20

35
20

30

Studies

“Aspects of the Land Use Planning System in the U.K.”
by Prof. Christine Whitehead
Coffee Break
“Urban and Regional Development and Planning in Germany”
by Prof. Winfried Fhkichter
“Urban Land Market and Land Policy in France”
by Dr. Natacha Aveline
Lunch
“Providing Land for Urban Development”
by Mr. David Mammen
“The Structure of Urban Land Administration during the
Bubble Economy”
by Prof. Shunji Fukuoka
Coffee Break
Comment and Discussion
by Prof. T. Ikeda
Assoc. Prof. T. Kurahashi
Prof. T. Shibata
Closing Ceremony





