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Changes of Human Losses and Deaths due to
the 1995 Hyogo-ken Nanbu Earthquake

Iware Matsuda*
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I have defined the HD Value as the ratio of number of lost houses to that of deaths. Changes of
human losses were examined by the HD Value for each earthquake which had brought more than
100 deaths to Japan since 1872. The HD Value is likely to decrease by fires broken out after an
earthquake or tsunamis without a warning. The HD Value of the 1995 Hyogo-ken Nanbu
Earthquake was fairly large but causes of the dead were same as those observed in the past
earthquakes. That is, collapse of wooden houses claimed most of deaths. It is very important to
examine the background of a heavy loss of lives and indirect deaths after the earthquake. For
example, the reason why many weak wooden houses have been remained may be the most relevant
answer for a heavy loss of lives.





