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Intra- metropolitan Migration in Tokyo Metropolitan Area in the Late 1980s
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The purpose of this paper is to investigate the experience of the intra-metropolitan
migration in Tokyo Metropolitan Area in the late 1980s, drawing on Results of tabulation on
internal migration of 1990 Population Census of Japan.

The intra-metropolitan migration system of Tokyo Metropolitan Area is characterized by
two main features, in-migration from outside of this region and centrifugal out-migration from
Tokyo City. The former is attributed to younger migrants, 15 to 24 years old, entering
universities or looking for jobs. The latter, which is fueled by the former, involves relocation
within Tokyo Metropolitan Area by people 25 years of age and over who tend to be single or
young married couples with no children. Moreover, emigration from Tokyo City to suburbs
including neighboring prefectures is usually done by households with children.

The net migratory gains of people 15~ 24 years old from the outside regions are taking
place in the periphery and suburban areas of Tokyo City. The western part of Tokyo City, e.g.
Setagaya-ku, however, experiences the overall net migration losses. This is because
out-migration of people 25 years old and over to neighboring suburbs is dominant. Therefore,
the net migration of the suburbs of Tokyo City shows a very mixed picture composed of
in-migrants from outside of Tokyo Metropolitan Area and from Tokyo City.

Further attention is given to the relationships between migration flow patterns and
commuting flow patterns. The increase of commuting flows from suburbs to Tokyo City Center
in the late 1980s suggests that most of the migrants changed their residences but not their
working places. The results of this empirical investigation point out that the spatial patterns of
working places would have an important effect on the decision-making of residential choice.





