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Sufferlng from the Disaster of the Disabled in the 1995 Great Hanshm—Awa]l
Earthquake and Problems Awaiting Solution

Akihiro Mihoshi*, Tetsuo Akiyama**, Naoto Tanaka***,
Yasutsugu Nitta****, Satoshi Doi*****, Hiromi Kitagawa*,
Katsuhiro lida**** and Kouichi Sugiyama******

* Kinki University
** Tokyo Metropolitan University
*** Kobe Design University
**%* (Ogaka University
**xxx* Tnstitute of Urban Transportat Planning
#xxxx% Graduate School, Kinki University
Comprehensive Urban Studies, No. 57, 1995, pp. 141- 150

, By the Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake, more than 5,500 people in Hanshin area were taken their
precious lives, including the elderly and the disabled whose mobility were reduced. There were many
cases they failed to escape, and were killed and wounded. As the majority of people who were obliged to
live in shelters were social handicapped like the Elderly, they tended to stay over a long period of time.
In consideration of the urgency and the importance of this problem, we made the living investigation into
the actual condition of suffering from the disaster of the disabled and their refuge action just after the
Earthquake, and the change of consciousness against traffic environment before and after the
Earthquake. , :

This investigation was done by hearing to 74 people, and the result is as follows : 1) Concerning
escape and rescue, there was some restriction of way to inform the existence information of people who
could not escape for oneself to the others. 2) Concerning lifeline, the cut of life maintenance medical
equipment had a tremendous influence especially on the elderly and the disabled. 3) Concerning
transportation, many of them could not move just after the Earthquake, and escaped by the help of their
family or friends. At first they were not in the condition to be able to go out. Although automobiles
played an important role in the Earthquake, many people in Hanshin area could not go out because there
were few lift-equipped special transport owing to the delay of its arrangement. 4) There was heavy
restriction on sending and receiving information, which caused a lot of problems in rescue, refuge,
understanding conditions, daily-life information, medicine and equipment information, confirming safety,
information on welfare and medical institution available, and communication among public organization,
volunteer and life supporter. 5) Concerning technical aids and medicine, they could not make
arrangements in case of being out of stock, or could not take them out when they took refuge. ‘In
addition, they could use neither walking aids nor cars for the disabled, because the latter was damaged. 6)
Concerning welfare and medical system, human system (visiting care service, day service, medical trip,
meal service, volunteer, attendence of workers etc.) was severely hit by the damage of institution, which
was the base connected with ordinary various services and medical treatment.





