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The aim of this article is to examine the residents’ perception of, and their opinion on the environment
in their neighborhood, focusing on urban wetlands.

In the first section, the history of conservation movement in Tama district, western part of Tokyo
metropolis, is reviewed.

Conservation of urban wetlands, i. e. rivers, streams, lakes, springs, and so on, is quite different issue
from one concerning wilderness or one from a scientific viewpoint, which has been predominant of Japanese
conservation movements. It is because urban wetlands have been maintained or even formed through the
interaction between human and nature. In response to this new issue, conservation organization seeked for
the legitimacy of its claim in the residents’ commitment to the environment. Conservation movement
therefore has some unique characteristics, in terms of actors, their common experiences, ideology, and goals
of the movement.

In the second section, some results of opinion research are examined. Residents’ ways of evaluating their
neighboring wetlands are differentiated by generation. This differentiation is explained in relation to the
transformation of human-wetland interaction during the period of economic growth in Japan. Younger
generation tends to have less commitment to their neighboring wetlands, less concerned with it and a more
superficial point of view of evaluation, while elder tends to be more committed substantially and emotion-
ally, and be aware both positive and negative aspects of urban wetlands.

The last section includes a discussion on series of policies for ‘renaissance of urban wetland’. And new
strategy of the conservation movement, handing down the history of human-wetlard interaction to younger
generation, is also described.





