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Exploring the City Park Image
Yoshio Sugiura* and Chikashi Kato**

*Center for Urban Studies, Tokyo Metropolitan University
**Graduate Student, Department of Geography, Tokyo Metropolitan University

Comprehensive Urban Studies, No. 46, 1992, pp. 53—78.

This paper aims at identifying the major dimensions of people’s images of city parks, using the
semantic differential technique. Data were collected at five parks in and around Tokyo : Inokashira Park,
Mizumoto Park, Arisugawanomiya Memorial Park, Kasai Seaside Park, and Ueno Park (Fig. 5). At each
park around 70 subjects were asked to rate concepts related to the park in terms of 38 bipolar adjectives
on a seven-point scale. For each park we thus obtained sets of 70 (subjects)x38 (values) matrices for
analysis. In each analysis, three dimensions with eigenvalues exceeding 2.0 were extracted from the 38 X
38 scale correlation matrix. We identified three dimensions common to all five parks: 1) tranquility 2)
outer appearance and 3) natural or artificial environmental beauty. The factor analysis thus suggests that

people perceive and evaluate city parks along these three basic dimensions.





