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I surveyed the actual conditions of all sorts of special classes in Japan’s 47 prefecutures in 1989 and 1990. The
chairmen of the prefectural education committees were asked to report on the requirements for establishing special
classes, their numbers and details of management. My purpose was to study the establishment and management of spe-
cial classes flexible enough for children with special educational needs.

Special classes have been set up in about half of public elementary and junior high schools nationwide, but there
are still some cities that have none, while others have them in every school. The metropolitan and prefectural govern-
ments intend to entrust the establishment of further special classes to the individual wards, cities towns and villages.
Among them, capital cities, wards and cities are determined to increase the number of special classes.

There are three types of management systems: full-time special classes, part-time special classes, and classes with
itinerant teachers. Measures and management differ greatly from district to district. Most of the hearing impaired and
the speech disordered are provided with part-time special classes, but some voice their desire for classes with an
itinerant teacher, because of the short class time, the need for an escort and the long hours spent on escorting. Most
cities and wards have not resolved the question of part-time special classes versus classes with an itinerant teacher.

With no stable number of pupils and a lack teachers to cover the full middle school curriculum, hospitals also
have problems keeping their special classes going. If children are hospitalized for only a short time, close cooperation
between school and hospital is crucial.

Most cities and wards appreciate some children’s refusal to attend school and are examining the problem in
search for countermeasures in the areas of learning and living as well. Cunselling systems, health inspection rooms
and individual teaching are being considered among other comprehensive measures.

Many cities and wards pointing out the need for special classes in kindergartens and high schools, are actually

concerned with establishing a total education system for the handicapped from kindergarden through high school.





