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Design Features and Utility Characteristics of Bridge Foot Spaces
—The case of the Old Tokyo Government Area——
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Ki-jung Kum™

*Engineering Department, Tokyo Metropolitan University
* *Center for Urban Studies, Tokyo Metropolitan University
Comprehensive Urban Studies, No. 43, 1991, pp. 87-97

Bridge foot spaces were planned as part of bridges that were considered as intersections of rivers and roads. In
the Edo Period, when traffic consisted mainly of walking and water transport, bridge foot spaces occupied an impor-
tant position within the traffic system and represented the core of the busy quarters. But as transportation shifted
from water to land with the development of cars, bridge foot spaces lost their significance as gathering places and be-
came mere passages along the way.

In our research on the present state of the Old Tokyo bridge foot, spaces, we tried to understand their function
and use today in view of their structure and outfit. Questionnaires were used on the residents of the surrounding
areas.

Results:
1. Bridge foot spaces, central locations in the Edo Period, have become “pocket parks.”
2. Their dhsign characteristics fall into three general categories.
3. In terms of utility characteristics, bridge foot spaces have become significant for the urban landscape.
When making use of bridge foot spaces, their hydrophile properties, useful layout of facilities, spatial limitations,

and their functions within the city planning should be taken into consideration.





