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The first important structural point of Japanese government policy is that financial administrators
try to increase investment in the industrial sectors at the cost of reducing the social capital which is
related to the daily life of the people. This is one of the main reasons for the rapid development of
the Japanese economy. Much of this is actually taking place following the advice of American policy
makers advocating a revision of the West’s view of Japan. Thus, although the Japanese welfare system
looks complete, its financial base is not very strong at all.

Secondly, the number of citizens who participate in welfare activities is much smaller than that in
the United States and Northern Europe. The main problem of Japanese welfare today is the welfare
policy for the aged at home. But no financial support can be expected from the government, and
volunteer activity in home care is insufficient. Also, standardized education for social welfare is incom-
plete, so that the burden of home nursing is imposed on the housewives.

Thirdly, in the 1990’s, our aging society is facing a variety of new welfare problems, such as pay
for nursing homes for the aged, a new guardian system, recent amendments of welfare laws, etc.
(Chapt. 4).





