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Earlier in 1990, we carried out a questionnaire survey on the residents of Sumida Ward in Tokyo. By means
analyzing the results, we compared the cognitive processes of social probleems of each housing class and tried to clar-
ify the local community’s structure and change.

Surveying the structure of the Sumida Ward community, we saw a stratification into two classes taking place be-
cause of an influx of new residents since the 70’s. This dual structure is seen as further strengthening its division as
it manifests itself in form of segregated residences, with each class holding on to its own life style.

This study makes use of the theory of housing classes comparing the process by which each class perceives inci-
dents and negatively evaluates them. The hypothesis that the so-called inner city problems are more recognized as
local problems among the residents of detached houses and tenant houses, but tend to be overlooked by residents of
wooden and ferroconcrete apartments, where most of the new residents live, was generally supported by the results
from our analysis. This shows that inner city problems are likely to be sectional problems of a specific housing class.

Awareness of inner city problems in Sumida Ward could probably decline through a continued influx of new resi-
dents. On the other hand, new sets of problems will become the subject of administrative concern. This of course
does not mean that inner city problems have disappeared altogether, rather it points to a diversification of the local

community and its problems.





