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TOWARDS A CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK OF FAMILY CARE
FOR THE IMPAIRED ELDERLY

Hiroko Fujisaki®

*Tokyo Metroplitan College of Allied Medical Sciences
Comprehensive Urban Studies, No.39, 1990, pp.61—83

In recent Japan, family support for the aged is seen weakening, and this trend has reached a critical point. But
as social services for the elderly are changing from institution-based to community-based, the family is again consi-
dered as a important resource for elderly in the community. Under these conditions, research concerning family care
for the impaired elderly has been increasing, and a considerable amount research findings has been made available.
However, as most of this research is not based on any definite conceptual framework, the findings are not necessarily
be comparable, which obstructs further advancement of the study.

The purpose of this paper is to examine the various factors of family care and to construct a conceptual
framework from them. At first, two factors directly defining the care situation are examined: “care posture” and “care
consciousness.” The former refers to the objective aspect of family care, and the latter to its subjective aspect.
Then, four more related factors are examined: the degree of impairment of the elderly, general characteristics of the
family system, support networks for the elderly and their families, and the time perspective. Finally, a conceptual

framework is constructed from these factors, and one case is studied, using this framework.





