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EARTHQUAKE DISASTER COUNTERPLANNING OF
MAJOR INDUSTRIES AND PRIVATE SECTORS
IN THE METROPOLITAN AREA

Kohei Suzuki®, Tomohiko Mitsumori *

*Center for Urban Studies, Tokyo Metropolitan University
Comprehensive Urban Studies, No. 38, 1989, pp.75—88

This paper summarizes the development of earthquake disaster prevention programs mainly from the viewpoint of
major Japanese industries and private sectors.

First, the discussion focuses on the historical development of earthquake counter-measures in the area of indust-
rial technology and engineering over the past three decades. In Japan, rapid development in this fieid can be observed
after the 1964 Niigata and 1968 Tokachi-oki Earthquakes which inflicted remarkable damage on major industries in-
cluding the peqrochemical complexes. The survey covers several technological innovations and works such as con-
struction of huge aseismic design test facilities, base-isolation techniques, and the establishment of codes and stan-
dards for the aseismic design of nuclear and non-nuclear facilities.

Second; counterplanning systms in non-productive industries, such as utility companies, hotels and huge depart-
ment stores are investigated. Disaster prevention systems in these sectors are usually divided into two parts: a hard-
ware system of disaster prevention facilities and a man-power system that functions as information network. Also,
key strategies and long and short term counter-measures within this were surveyed and compared.

Finally, the report suggests some issues demanding urgent attention. According to these, integrative and effec-
tive counter measures should be established through cooperative disaster prevention planning among private indust-

rial sectors, political and administrative organizations and local residents’ organizations.





