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COMPARING THE OSAKA IMAGE OF OSAKA RESIDENTS AND COUNTRY PEOPLE

Kensuke Sugawara*
*Center for Uuban Studies, Tokyo Metroplitan University
Comprehensive Urban Studies, No.37, 1989, pp.135—141

An important characteristic of post-war Japanese society is the stream of mostly young people into the cities. In
this context, big cities are relevant to Japanese people making plans for their life. Image and attitude regarding big
cities could be crucial indicators for future trends in society. For the purpose of this study, Osaka serves as the big
city whose image among the Japanese people we examine.

The objective of this study was to examine the difference in the images of the big city held by its residents and
those living outside. For this purpose, we conducted surveys on the people of Osaka as big city residents and the
people of three areas, Wakkanai, Shirakawa and Ishigaki representing those living outside the big city. We obtained

n o«

the following results: The Osaka image has five dimensions: “concentration, progressiveness”, “friendliness”, “cold

human relations”, “filthiness” and “convenience”.

There were obvious differences between the images held by Osaka residents and those of outsiders. Osaka resi-
dents tended to hold images of “friendliness” and “convenience”, while non-residents tended to have images of “concen-
tration, progressiveness” and “cold human relations”. The images of “friendliness”, “cold human relations”, “filthiness”
and “convenience” were stronger with higher age, a tendency notable especially among Osaka residents.

Finally, we examined the relation between the Japanese people,s awareness of and adaptation to big cities.





