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ON DRAMA TITLED “SHIKU-KAISEI
CHIJIN NO YUME (A FOOLISH DREAM OF URBAN IMPROVEMENT) ”

Yorifusa Ishida
Center for Urban Studies, Tokyo Metropolitan University
Comprehensive Urban Studies, No. 36, 1989, pp. 65-77

In 1889, a drama titled “SHIKU-KAISEI CHIJIN NO YUME” was serialized in the EISEI-SHINSHIL, a
journal on hygiene. The author of this drama is Takeji Miki who became famous kabuki critic later.

In same year, Imperial Ordinance for Tokyo Urban Improvement and its subordinate regulations
were enforced and urban impovement projects toed a starting line. Taking this opportunity, Miki’s drama
judged that the urban improvement is merely a foolish dream. For this reason alone, we could not leave
this drama without paying any attention. Takeji Miki (real name is Atsujirou Mori) is the younger
brother of Ougai Mori, a famous writer and concurrently army surgeon who wrote many essays on urban
problems. Takeji Miki said in his short preface of this drama that the drama was based on the stimulative
paper of B.M. Mori. The Ougai’s paper on which Takeji's drama based was titled “Shiku-kaisei ha
hatashite eisei-jo no mondai ni arazaruka” (How the urban improvement can not be a matter of public
hygiene ? ) and blamed the doctors for their argument on the urban improvement which asserted to drive
away the poor from the central Tokyo.

The plot of drama just followed the gist of Ougai Mori’s paper. The characters of this drama fall into
three groups as follows . a influential doctor who insist to drive away the poor from the central area of
Tokyo and his followers; the poor such as a peddler of secondhand clothes, a waitress and a printing
worker, who are anxious about the 'drive away’ policy; an old doctor who extend sympathy to the poor
and his son. The denouement of this drama is that the poor and the sympathizer anticipated a young doc-
tor who is the son of old doctor and on the way home from Germany where he have been made a special
study of public hygiene. The model of young savior was no other than the author’s elder brother, Ougai
Mori.

We suppose that this drama was written to propagandize Ougai Mori's opinion clearly and simply
and that Ougai gave consent to Takaji for writing this drama, because at that time Ougai and Takeji were
closely cooperated to translate many Europian dramas and to criticize Japanese dramas, and moreover

“EHSEI-SHINSHI” the magazine which carried the Takeji's drama was presided over by Ougai himself.





