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THE CASUALTY OF THE 1946 NANKAI EARTHQUAKE
AND ITS EFFECT UPON HUMAN BEHAVIOR

Michio Miyano™* and Toshio Mochizuki™ *
* Faculty of Science of Living, Osaka City University
**Center for Urban Studies, Tokyo Metropolitan University
Comprehensive Urban Stundies, No.35, 1988, pp.75-86

The deaths and injuries due to the Nankai carthquake (M8.1) of December 21, 1946 and its effect
upon human behavior have not been fully studied or analyzed in the past. Therefore, through new trac-
ing investigations, this study seeks to clarify the scope of the 1946 disaster in terms of human casualties
and to focus upon the behavior of those who suffered through the earthquake and its tsunami.

A total of 283 valid responses were obtained. A total of 1206 individuals, including respondents and
members of their households, were interviewed or surveyed. In areas struck by the tsunami caused by
the Nankai carthquake, a large percentage of children and elderly people suffered death. Females suf-
fered higher casualty rates than males. In terms of behavioral responses to the earthquake, women de-
monstrated more active behavior in the protection of children and the elderly than did men.





