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STUDY ON PROMOTION OF FIREPROOF
BUILDINGS IN A BUILT-UP AREA OF TOKYO

Itsuki NAKABAYASHI*

*Center for Urban Studies of Tokyo Metropolitan Univ. Department of Geography.
Comprehensive Urban Studies,No.29,1986,pp.35-66

We are vely afraid of the big fires after earthquake. It is the most necessary
countermeasure against earthquake disasters in Japan to rebuild the existing wooden
houses into fireproof buildings.

The purpose of this study is to review the past records of such promotion systems of
fireproof buildings as zoning regulation for fireproofing, urban re-development and systems
of fireproofing subsidies, and to clarify the problems which proceed from such promotion
systems. The case study was pursued mainly in Sumida-ku, downtown of Tokyo.

The results of study are summarized as follows:

1) 32%of total buildings have been fireproofed in promotion area.
2) 10—20%of the owners of unfireproof houses want to renew their houses, which have been
old and narrow, within five years. \
3) 721 buildings/ were scrapped and 666 fireproof buildings were constructed with
the acceptance of fireproofing subsidies in the last six years, which number of
buildings are equal to 10% of total existed wooden houses.
4) The size of these fireproof buildings is very small on average as follows:
Size of building site is 132 per a lot.
Areas of ground floor space are 90m?.
Areas of total floor space are 364m®.
68% of buildings are the dwelling houses used together with shops, offices, factories,
stores and so on.
5) The most important problem of the owners is the shortage of money. Therefore 75% of
the renewal of fireproof buildings are promoted by the acceptance of subsidies.
6) Wemust discuss the problem of how to arrange the living condition of dwellings of each
other, which proceed from the individual renewal of such crowded and small buildings.





