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Research on Refuge from Disaster : in Case of Heavy Rain
Disaster of Misugi Village, Mie Prefecture of August, 1982

Masaru Kato* and Iware Matsuda**

Refuge behavior in time of heavy rain was examined in Misugi Village, Mie Prefecture, where
was heavily damaged by Typhoon 8210. Misugi Village was divided into two characteristic
regions on the basis of the extent of damage and the evacuation ratio. One (A-—region) is
characterized by heavy damage and a high evacuation ratio, the other (B—region) by light
damage and a low evacuation ratio, Characteristics of refuge behavior which was recognized
- among leaders and residents of a community (composed of about 20 householders) in these
two regions were as follows:

(1) In the A—region;

@® In spite of heavy damage incurred, community leaders with adequate previous refuge
experience, were slow in ordering evacuation of residents;

® When community leaders encouraged residents’ early evacuation, some followed the
leader’s instructions while others did not;

® Community leaders ordered evacuation based upon their own judgment of the inten-
sity of rainfall and the local government’s instructions;

® Young and inexperienced leaders instructed early evacuations;

(2) In the B-region:

(® 1In cases where a community leader was less experienced in refuge from disaster, he
called for an early evacuation when the community was suffered from greater damage than
others in the region.

@ Though a community leader was slow in ordering the residents to evacuate, they
followed the leader’s instruction;

® In many cases, a community leader ordered the residents to evacuate after occurrence
of damage.

*  Research Fellow, Faculty of Science, Tokyo Metropolitan University
*% Center for Urban Studies, Tokyo Metropitan University





