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Memorandum on Methodology of Sociogeochemical
Studies of Urban Systems

Takahisa Hanya

With aims of developing a methodology for a sociogeochemical study of an urban system,
the MV—research group brought together a philosopher, natural and social scientists, and regional
government officers. Since no appropriate methodology has not yet been established in this
field, our first objective was to discuss the nesessary provisions for forming such a methodo-
logy. A summary of the major points concluded from the brain-storming session follows:

1. An urban system should be recognized as a product of evolution of materials in the

process of the earth’s history.

2. The geochemical process involved in the evolution of an urban system is determined
by both natural and social science laws.

3. Evaluation of positive and negative values of materials given for an urban system and
its subsystems is considered to be a key mechanism in explaining geochemical charac-
teristics of a given urban system.

4. The value of materials for a given system can be measured by how they cantribute
to its development.

5. Problems to be studied from the viewpoint of sociogeochemistry were proposed.





