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In our preceding papers we had mentioned the effectiveness and problems of the
building line system in prewar years as a controlling method of urban sprawl and derived
some lessons for the district planning system legislated in 1980. But the circumstances
and the legislation of town planning in comparison with that of prewar years have since
changed.

In this paper we examined recent examples of the controlling method of urban
sprawl which resembled the building line system in prewar years and intended to derive
supplementary lessons to the application of the district planning system.

In chapter 1, we classified these examples into three categories according to the
application types of the building line system: namely Kogaichi-seiri Ippan (simple
application to suburbanizing area), Kukakuseiri Sokushin (application to promote land
readjustment) and Kukakuseiri Hojo (supporting application to land readjustment).

And in chapter 2, we investigated precisely the case of Shiroyama-cho in
Kanagawa Prefecture which belongs to Kogaichi-seiri Ippan type.

The findings and conclusions of this paper are as follows:

1)  There were many examples of Kukakuseiri Hojo type application in prewar
years, but very few examples resembling this type in recent years. In Kogaichi-seiri
Ippan and Kukakuseiri Sokushin type, we found some good examples.

2)  Kaihatsu-kyoka Seido (planning permission system) which was legislated by
the 1968 Town Planning Act played important role in these examples. As boundary
lines of planned streets in these cases were not given any legal force to prevent the
protrusion of buildings out of them, local authorities were only able to realize the planned
streets by Gyosei-shido (administrative guidance) based on the planning permission
system.

3)  As the planning permission system of 1968 Act put aside developments less
than 0.1 ha (in some localities 0.03 ha), the administrative guidance could not have any
substantial force to smaller developments and buildings constructed one by one. We
suppose this weak point of the planning permission system would present a serious
problem to the enforcement of the district planning system.

4) The method resembling the building line system was intended to realize
local streets not by construction work but by control and guidance. However, in the
examples examined some construction work, especially to realize subsidiary principal
roads in the early stages, was very effective in enforcing planning control and guidance.

5) Kyokai-seiri (readjustment of lot boundary) were also useful to the
enforcement of the planning control. But Kyokai-seiri has not yet been legislated.



