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NEIGHBOURHOOD RELATIONSHIPS AND
SOCIAL STATUS THEORY

Kazuhiro Takahashi
Center for Urban Studies, Tokyo Metropolitan University
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The purpose of this work is to anticipate the extent to which close relationships will develop
between adjacent wives of “Danchi” in the suburbs, judging from their relative differences in social
status. This analysis confirmed the previous one that the combination of summed academic
backgrounds of wife and husband on the one hand and income of the family on the other hand,
conducted by the theory of social inconsistency, explains the extent of close relationships between
wives fairly well.

But till the present analysis we never came to a very siinple, powerful, and more general
proposition which says “The more discrepant her summed academic backgrounds are to her fellow’s
backgrounds, the less easily close relationships will develop, and what is more, to their discrepancy
the status inconsistents are more fragile than the status consistents.”
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