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Three Dimensions of Social Statuses, Participation, Social Interaction

and Community Consciousness in ‘Danchi’ Areas

Ryoichi Terada

Social statuses as independent variables are divided into three analytical dimensions;
1. individual stasuses such as occupation, education, and income, 2. status consistency or
inconsistency among them, 3. status cluster, e. i. residents belonging to major status
clusters or to minor ones. Communal social relationships as dependent variables are
divided into two, one is a behavioral aspect such as participation in local activities and
neighborhood interaction, another is consciousness (local attachment and preference of
self-management).

Among the dimensions of independent variables above, status cluster explains the
behavioral aspect better than the others, whereas little is revealed from the aspect of
consciousness.  Those residents in major clusters are more active participants than those
in minor ones in general. As to the aspect of consciousness, greater effects of individual
statuses and status inconsistency are observed, though their tendencies are not consistently
explicable. Meanings of these effects are inferred as follows: High or low individual
statuses indicate dwellers’ latent social resources for participation. Inconsistent configura-
tions of statuses signify rather strong motives, either positive or negative ones. Those in
major clusters have less psychological obstacles to participation and / or to interaction

with each other.





