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There are mainly two different types of urbanization concerning land use within a
metropolitan area ; one is the urbanization of sprawled areas, and another is that as planned
by means of legislation such as the New Residential Town Development Law. It is inter-
esting to note that there have been various changes in the structure of farming, based upon
the various types of impact from urbanization, at the villege level in suburban districts of
a metropolis. It might be suggested that a way to reach a fusion. between urban and rural
society or area through the study of urbanization of planned land use, for it is said that
there arise some typical areas of conflict between them.

In this study the authors try to clarify the changes and progress of farm management
and rural society at the villege level within suburbs through a case study of the Tama
New Town Project in Tokyo.

The Tama New Town Project, which is recognized as one of the largest scale resi-
dential projects in Japan, has been progressing by means of the New Residential Town
Development Law. But problems in the gradual the purchase of land and collection of
funds have hampered the project from going smoothly which is still heavily dependent

~on the local government.

Based upon census data, the agricultural situations before and after land purchases
were considered. It was found that many farmers continue on a part-time basis while
others are faced with leaving the agricultural industry. Nevertheless, there are but a few
farmers who intend strongly to keep their farm operations going full-time. They have
been trying to enlarge their farm management or to intensify their farm operations through
the use of special agricultural facilities. With excellent economic conditions, and good
prospective successors of farm management, this small minority will no doubt continue to
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contribute to the future national agricultural economy of Japan.

However, the food production sector such as vegetable farming and animal husbandry
is apparently in danger of discontinuing their farm management by the loss of land under
management. v

- Two village agricultural cooperatives in this area whose source of income comes
from farmers having sold land to Tokyo municipal government are expected to improve
their management organization. During the period of land reajustment the agricultural
cooperative in the eastern part of this area could only practise a policy of recruitment of
retired farmers. In the western part there recommendations have been made for farmers to
introduce not only land management as opposed to land tax, but also utilizing the land for
apartment houses for college students.
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