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TRAFFIC CHARACTERISTIC AND LEVEL OF TRAFFIC CONTROL
IN SHOPPING AREAS

Hitoshi Yamakawa and Testuo Akiyama

Center for Urban Studies, Tokyo Metropolitan University

Comprehensive Urban Studies, No. 7, 1979, pp.

In shopping areas, vehicle traffic is essential because most goods are delivered by
commercial vehicles. It is also important to make safe and comfortable conditions for
pedestrians and maintain the follow of traffic for buses and emergency vehicles. It is
difficult to apply the traditional transportation planning technique to residential areas, so a
more suitable method should be developed.

In this study the author conducted surveys in shopping areas and analysed the
characteristics of parking and distribution of goods as well as opinions from residents and
vehicle drivers.

The main conclusion of this paper is as follows :

1) In shopping areas, traffic restriction for all vehicles during a specified period of a day
is most effective. Both residents and drivers of commercial vehicles evaluate positively
that restriction.

2) The level of restriction could be determined according to the capacity of parking space
and the existence of alternative routes for through traffic.

3) A flow chart that shows the application process and guide lines for traffic restriction is
presented.
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