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ON THE ISSUE OF DEMARCATION AND IMPROVEMENT
OF THE CENTRAL DISTRICT OF TOKYO

Yorifusa Ishida

Center for Urban Studies, Tokyo Metropolitan University
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A draft entitled “TOKYO CHUO-SHIKU KAKUTElI NO MONDAI (The Issue of
Demarcation and Improvement of the Central District of Tokyo)” was submitted to the
members of the Tokyo prefectural assembly by Governor -Michiyuki Matsuda in November
1880. It has been said in many papers that this draft was a proposion for the construction
of a new port in Tokyo in place of Yokohama.

In this paper the author intended to reveal the actual issue that this draft presentented,
by investigating the original sources of this draft and related discussions at the time.

The main conclusions of this paper are as follows:

1) The meaning of “CHUO-SHIKU KAKUTEI” was, literally, demarcation of the Central
District of Tokyo.

2) By this policy Gov. Matsuda intended to reduce the planning area in order to reduce
the amount of improvement works required.

3) Also involved in this plan was a move to drive out the poor and remove their back



34 WEMHRE $75

yard tenement-houses from the Central District.

4) It was said that Gov. Matsuda’s policy of “CHUO-SHIKU KAKUTE!” was denied by
the Researching Committee on civic improvement in 1880, and by his successor Gov.
Yoshikawa in 1884,

The actual facts were that although the motion to reduce the “planning area” was
denied, segregation of the poor from the Central District was the view of the majority.
5) The policy of “CHUO-SHIKU KAKUTEI” was put in to practice in some other forms
such as “BOKAROSEN and OKUJYO-SEIGEN KISOKU (Building Ordinance for Fire

Protection)” and slum clearance and “improvement” of Kanda-Hashimoto-chd in 1881,



